
1 of 2

 

Identity Versus Self: Tensions
Between Group, Radicalization and
Individual Violence
Berger, JM 

International Center for Counter-Terrorism, Netherlands

T O  C I T E

Berger, J. (2017). Identity Versus Self: Tensions Between Group, Radicalization and Individual Violence. In Proceedings of the
Paris Institute for Advanced Study (Vol. 1). https://paris.pias.science/article/SynE3_2017_07_identity-versus-self

P U B L I C AT I O N  D AT E

10/05/2017

A B S T R A C T

The Brains that pull the Triggers. 3rd Conference on Syndrome E, Paris IAS, 10-12 May 2017 -
Session 2 - Self and Group

The study of extremist radicalization typically focuses on how individuals become

motivated to carry out violence through the adoption of an ideology. But extremism and

ideological formulation are not typically individual ventures, with some rare exceptions.

Most forms of extremism— certainly today’s most pressing threats, white nationalism

and jihadism—are concerned with group identities (Berger, 2017), with ideologies that

develop over generations, with contributions from many different people. Attempts to

understand extremist motivated violence outside of these group processes capture only

part of the picture.

While the exact boundaries between group and individual motivations can be indistinct,

it may be fruitful to approach this problem from a different perspective. Rather than

simply asking why individuals radicalize, one avenue for enhanced investigation is to

ask: “Why do groups radicalize?” and then ask “Why do people join groups?” Some

answers to these questions can be found the context of social identity theory.

Specifically, uncertainty identity theory (Hogg, 2004, 2007) offers a promising avenue

for exploring why people join extremist groups. Uncertainty identity theory may also

provide a window into why some people turn to violence, a question which is related,

but not identical, to the question of why they join extremist groups.
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