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The paper discusses how “civilisation” is defined and defended by an influential illiberal

network in Central Europe and North America, working to establish a global national-

conservative movement. This network’s influence helps understanding the broader shift

away from liberalism characterising parts of the political and intellectual elite throughout

the world. It originates both in the North American post-liberal conservatism and the

networking initiatives of Central European (mainly Polish and Hungarian) right-wing

intellectuals and think tanks. It aims to “renew” Western politics, institutions, and

ultimately “civilisation”, understood as opposed to liberalism and grounded in Western

Christianity and classical antiquity. The renewalist network constructs a civilisationist

discourse replacing Huntingtonian references with Straussian and Voegelinian notions

allowing to divorce the “West” from liberalism.
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